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h Ina LETTERto a MEMBER of PARLIAMENT. 


/This ma = be cenerally 816. That all Duties . 
upon the Conſumption of a large Produce, fall with 
e greateſt Weight upon the Common Sort; ſo that 


ſuch as think in new Duties that they chiefly tax the 


Rich, will find themſelves quite miſtaken ; for either 
their Fund muſt yield little; or it muſt ariſe from the 
whole Body of the People, of which the richer Sort are 
__n a ſmall Proportion. ' _, D'Avenant's Aye. 
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Preſent E X CIS E. 


Examin'd. | 


HE Parliament now ſitting, 
my Time 1s too much taken 
up for me to be able to gra- 
tify you as amply as I ſhould 
defire, or as fully as the Im- 
portance of the Subject may 
ſeem to deſerve. Tou require 

of me a cloſe and ftrif Enquiry into the Nature 
and Origin, the Advantages and Diſadvantages 
of thoſe Taxes which are called Exciſes. You are 
fo kind as to fay, that you will rely upon my 
Opinion of them, and a# accordingly, if any De- 
bate, with relation to them, ſhould ariſe this Seſ- 
lion ; I think myſelf therefore under ſome ſort oß 
5 Obligation 


(6) 


Obligation 10 comply with your Requeſt, as far as 


I am at preſent able to do it, which, I hope, 
will be far enough, notwithſtanding the Incon- 
venience of Time, to give you a ju} Idea of 
them, and to prepare you for a proper Conduct 
in the Houſe. 8 | 5 


The firſt Thing that you ought to be in- 


formed of, is the Difference between the raiſing 
of Money by way of Exciſe, and by way of Cu- 
ſtoms. The Cuſtoms are Duties paid at the Port 
by the Merchant at the firſt Importation of a 


Commodity. Exciſes are inland Duties, pay 


able in the Country, at the Timę of the Retail 
of that Commodity. Thus far an Exciſe is no 
greater Grievance than any other Tax; the Mo- 
ney is to be paid, and it is equal to the Subject, 
whether at t or at laſt. So that all the Cla- 
mour that has been made againſt an Exciſe, 
ought rather to be levelled, not at an Exciſe in 


general, but at ſome. particular Exciſe, which, 


from a wrong Method of Collection, might 
become burthenſome to the Nation, and dange- 
rous to Liberty. Nor ought you to regard 
that pretended Remark which is work*d up into 
an Argument againſt Exciſes; that all arbitrary 


Governments raiſc Money in that manner; for 


fo they do alſo by Cuſtoms and Land-Tax : 
And th 


erefore this Argument equally bears upon 


any other Tax you can name. That Exciſes are 
not in themſelves the Bane of Liberty is very 
evident. The Dutch have raiſed 1 that 
Way above an Hundred Years and heir Liber- 
ties are ſtill as entire as our own. Nay, I will 
venture to affirm, that no kind of Taxation 


could be found ſo ca/y to the Subject, as an 88 
ciſe 


: 
* 
. 1 
* 
2 
RA 
* 
as 4 
„ 


WE 

ciſe regulated after the Manner of Holland, 
when the whole Exciſe upon Beer and Ale in Rot- 
terdam, which produces more than 30,000 /. 
Sterling per Annum, is collected by one old Wo- 
man, whoſe Salary is but 30 J. per Annum. 
The Exciſe upon Tea, Coffee, Fc. in that 
Country, is paid in ſuch a manner, that it is 
impoſſible any Inconveniencies ſhould ariſe from 
it. The Government makes 20 Enquiry, either 
into the Quantities of thoſe Commodities im- 


ported, or conſumed. Neither Merchant, Re- 


tailer, nor Conſumer is delay d by Officers, ſub- 
ject to their Inſolence, or their falſe Informa- 
tion. Each Houſe is rated according to the 
ſuppoſed Subſtance of the Owner. He pays ſo 
much, in proportion to his Ability, for a Li- 
cenſe to drink any of theſe Liquors ; and, after 

that, the Officer has 20 Pretence to enter his 
Houſe, to meddle in his Affairs, or to give him 
any Vexation whatſoever. Thus we ſee, that 
notwithſtanding an Exciſe, every Man's Houſe 
may ill be his Caſtle. We allo ſee, that an 
Exciſe may be /evied without Oppreſſion; that it 
does not require a lange Number of Officers to 
collect it ; nor that thoſe Officers ſhould be en- 
truſted with large Powers. And therefore, as I 
ſaid before, an Exciſe in 77ſelf is nothing terrible; 
the Danger lies only in the ſort of Exciſe; in 
the Laws by which it may be regulated, not by 
which it muſt. 

Yet, tho? I hitherto have ſeemed to argue in 
favour of an Exciſe, I muſt tell you plainly, that 
I am very much inclined to oppoſe the Mutation 
of any Part of the Cuſtoms into an Exciſe at bis 
Time. My firſt Reaſon is, becauſe I am very 

| fearful 


— 


fearful that ſuch an Exciſe, notwithſtanding all 
| that we can do, will e partake of ſome of the 
4 the curſed Qualities of that kind of Exciſe 
3h which we labour under now, as to Tea, Lea- 
Y ther, &c. I ſhrewdly ſuſpect, the younger 
Brother will bear ſome Reſemblance to the - 
der. I look upon it as a monſtrous Birth, in a 
Country of Liberty, and like thoſe unnatural 
Productions, it ought to be ſtifled, at leaſt it k 
ought not to be ſuffered to multiply or encreaſc. HH 
The Grievancè of the Subject is very great in 12 
many Particulars, with relation to the pręſent 
Exciſe, much greater than it is uſually appre- 
hended to be, and much greater than it was ever 
deſigned by the Legiſlature, The Powers which 
are lodg'd in the Officers of that Part of our 
 . Revenue, like all other Miſchiefs, have gra- 
dually encreaſed. The it Inſtitution of them 
. was obtained at 4 Time which can be no Recom- 
mendation to them; at the Reſtoration, when 
the Nation was drunk with the happy Proſpect 
of future Peace; and willing to make their 
Atonement for their paſt Offences to the Prince 
at any rate. They would have abandoned al/ 
their Liberties to the Crown, had not the very. 
Miniſtry prevented them ; they actually did con- 
cede ſuch Points as would have brought a State 
of Slavery upon us, if we had not generouſly re- 
trieved our Affairs at the Revolution. It was in 
this giddy Time, I fay, that the Exciſe was eſta - 
bliſhed. The Powers then were ſinall, the 
Penaltics were low, Je that they made no Noiſe; 
and this occaſioned the gradual Encreaſe of both, 
till now they are grown ſo very heavy, that, far 
from being ea/y to the Subject, as ſome of 5 
3 ate 
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late Miniſterial Scriblers have venturec to affirm; 
all that are concerned in them have been to the 
laſt Degree »neaſy under them; and nothing but 


uld 
have deterred them from a Repreſentation of 
their Grievances. | g 


to Parliament for Redreſs at this Time, 


the /iitle Proſpect of Succeſs, by an rn cul | 


As to particular Branches of the Exciſe, Jam 


very coll informed, that there was a Propofal 


made by ſeveral very conſiderable Traders for 


ſuch an Application to Parliament 7his Seſſion. 
The Circumſtance of the National Debt, and 
the Dificulty of raiſing Money at his Funiure, 
in any other Way, were the Arguments uſed 
to prevent the Purſuit of this Deſign. But this 
new Alarm, upon the farther Extenſion of the 
Exciſe, will, no doubt, revive that Applica- 
tion; and you. will find it will be made ap- 
Fear in the Houſe, if the Scheme ſhould be 
purſued, that the Preſſure of the Exciſe has 
been ſo great, that an finite Number of 


Dealers in exciſeable Commodities have de- 


ſerted their Trades. It will be farther made 
appear, that three Fourths of the Tradeſmen 
in London, who have become Bankrupts with- 
in theſe two laſt: Years, are ſuch as have been 


concerned in boſe Dealings which have Re- 


lation to the Exciſe, I need not obſerve to 


you how ſuſpicious the Exciſe is rendered by 
this Circumſtance. But you will obſerve far- 


ther, that the Misfortunes of private Perſons, 
in any Branch of Trade, is a general Calami- 
ty : For any Thing that leſſens the Number 
of Dealers in any Commodity, affects the 
Publick nearly, as T raiſes the Price of that 
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Commodity, not only by obliging thofe that 
remain to /ell dearer, to avoid the Fate of 
thoſe who fell before them; but by reducing 
that particular Trade a Degree nearer to a 
Monopoly, which zever fails to have that 
Conſequence, and gives a Power in great p 
Meaſure to ſuch Traders of entering into | © 
Combinations, and fixing what Prices they 
pleaſe upon the Publick. ; a” 
The Friends of this new Scheme have en- 
deavoured to obviate ſome of the Objections 
to the Laws, by which the preſent Exciſe is 
regulated, which has made me more uneaſy, 
and more apprehenſive of it; for we might 
naturally conclude, they would not have tak- 
en ſo much Pains to defend thoſe Laws, un- 
leſs they were intended as a Part of the 
Scheme. I think, therefore, without being 
admitted into the Miſteries of State, we may 
_ reſt pretty well aſſured, that ſo far as the 
Old Regulations have been juſtified, ſo far we 
may expect that they will correſpond with 
=m—_ 
By the Laws of Exciſe, the Officers have 
a Power of entering into a Perſon's Houſe in 
the Day-time, to ſearch for exciſeable Commo- 
dities; they may do it as often as they pleaſe, 
and they may chuſe their Opportunity. At 
any Hour in the Night they have the /ame 
Power, provided they carry a Conſtable 
with them. The Maſter of the Houſe 15 
obliged to open his own Doors, and to af/i/t 
in the Search; In either of which, if he ſhould 
fail, he is liable to be puniſhed in the moſt 
ſevere Degree, by the Commiſſioners of 4 
: : a ciſe, 
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ciſe, who are his Judges, and are ſworn (no! 
to do Juſtice between the Crown and the Sub- 
ject, but) to do their beſt for the Revenue. 
The Grievance, in this Circumſtance, to the 
Subject, conſiſts in this, that he is obliged ei- 


ther never to ſtir from Home himſelf, that 


he may be always ready to open to the Officer's 
Knock, who often does, and may whenever 
he pleaſes, take Advantage of his Abſence ; 
or elſe to keep a Servant for that Purpoſe. 
I leave you to judge of what Damage and 
Hindrance this cla? Attendance muſt be to 
Buſineſs. What an Expence to a poor Dealer, 
whoſe Trade may be ſcarce ſufficient to mazn- 
tain himſelf and Family, much leſs a ſupernu- 
mary Servant; and laſtly, what Danger of 
Ruin from the Negligence, or perhaps Roguery 
of that Servant. You cannot avoid ſeeing, be- 
ſides this, the unhappy Subjection this Man 
lives in; how obſequious he muſt be to the 
Officer, and to the Commiſſioners, and how 


dangerous that Authority muſt be to Liberty 
in general, The utmoſt Diligence can hardly 


preſerve a Man from Ruin, who is concerned 


in this fort of Trade, and incurs the Diſplea- 
ſure of theſe Inquiſitors. : 


This is one of the Circumſtances which is 
defended, and conſequently, as I have obſerved 
before, one of thoſe which we have Reaſon 
to expect will be farther extended in caſe of a 
new Exciſe. They ſay, that theſe Laws only 
affect the Trader, and that they are Severi- 
ties abſolutely neceſlary ; that there are 10 In- 
{tances of an Abuſe of theſe Powers ; that the 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe are not the final 


Judges between the Subject and the Crown; 
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that there are Commiſſioners of Appeal, who 
have a Power to reverſe their Decrees ; and 
they boaſt, that for many Tears no Appeal 
has been made to theſe Commiſſioners 3 from 
' whence they endeavour to ground it for an 
irrefragable Argument, that the Deciſions of 
the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, have been al- 
ways juſt and ſatisfafiory. . 15 
I ſhall beg leave to ſay a Word or two to 
each of theſe pretended Arguments. 5 
As to the firſt, that he Severities of the Laws 
of Exciſe affect the Traders only; and, that 
Gentlemen are not cable, to theſe vexatious Pro- 
ſecutions; and that they have no Reaſon to com- 
plain, fince their Houſes are ſtill as free as ever. 
We cannot let that Argument paſs without re- 
flecting ſeverely upon any Man, who is baſe 
enough to uſe it. Is that a free Country where 
Liberty is confined only to Men of Power and 
large Fortunes? Shall it be ſaid, that I have 
0 Reaſon to complain, when I ſee nine Tenths 
of my Fellow Subjects labouring under the 
mioſt ſevere Oppreſſion, becauſe-I-am eaſy my 
ſelf? Far» from it; any Gentleman who has 
the leaſt Generoſiuy, would rather ſuffer any 
thing in his private Capacity, than that the 
Publick ſhould be haraſſed to this Degree. 
He would chuſe, if Oppreſſion were ne- 
ceſſarily to fall, that it ſhould fall rather up- 
on thoſe of his own Rant, than upon thoſe 
of an inferior Order, he is better able to reſiſt, 
and to ſtruggle with it; and it could never 
rake its full Swing upon him. Whereas the 
feor Wretch muſt bend, and fink, and be 
cruſhed under its Weight. I ſay, therefore, for 
theſe Reafons no Gentleman of Honour w-_ * 
2 work” 
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work?d. upon by this Argument; and I hope 
there are- 2 fon who would think the L. | 

berties of England ſufficiently ſecured, if they 
found themſelves th this Condition; or, that 
the Gentry of Great Britain would be fatished 
to enjoy the ſame kind of Freedom, and the /ame 
kind of Freedom only, with the Nobleſſe of France. 
If there ſhould be any Gentlemen /o ſelſiſb, as 
ot to be influen®d by theſe Conſiderations, let 
them look to themſelves, and fee how they will 
preſerve their own Liberties entire, after thoſe 
of the common People are invaded ; Slavery will 
bear the /ame Compariſon which the Exciſe bas 
already borne. It is a kind of Serpent, which it 
he can once find Entrance for his Head, will 
readily draw his whole Body after it. Liberty, 
like a Woman's Virtue, is only to be preſerved 
by keeping its Enemy at a Diſtance ; the leaſt 
Indiſcretion, the leaſt Familiarity allowed, ex- 
po it to extreme Danger, if not to unavoidable 
eſtruction. . T1 me 7 
But, after all, they are very ignorant, and 
flatter themſelves in the groſſeſt Error, who ima- 
gine, that none buf the poorer Sort are directly 
affected by the Laws of the Exciſe; almoſt every 
Country Gentleman in England is as ſtrongly 
under their Laſh, as the meaneſt Dealer. He 
cannot make a Pound of Candles, or a Buſhel 
of Malt, in his own Family, without acquaint- 
ing the Exciſeman with it; and he has equal! 
Power to examine his Houſe, upon Pretence of 
traud, if he thinks proper. Perhaps he may 
not think proper, or his Superiors may, for 
ſome Reaſons, give him Directions at this Junc- 
ture, to be more moderate in the Exerciſe of his 
4 Power 


— 


the farther Extent of theſe Laws to have been 
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Power towards ſuch Perſons. And ſuppoſing 


a thing long in view, which is no unreaſo- 
nable Suppoſition, thoſe Reaſons are not difficult 
to be found out. | | i” 

As for that Aſſertion, tlikt hee Severities are 
neceſſary; allowing it to be true, which yet we 


cannot agree to, it is very improperly and weakly 
| urged as an Argument in favour of an Exciſe; 


it may be one for the Continuance of thoſe Powers 
during the Continuance of the Exciſe ; but it 1s 
very far from proving, that zbat kind of Taxa- 


tion ſhould be continued, much leſs that it ſhould 


be rendered more extenſive. __ | 
The Advocates of Power for their nert Ad- 
vance, deſerve a little rougher Treatment than 
either I have given, or care to give them. They 
aſſert, that theſe Powers haue never been abuſed, 
which is ſcandalouſly faiſe 3 I could produce nu- 
merous and crying Inſtances to prove the contra- 
3 but I refer you to a Pamphlet, printed in 
Queen's Reign, and juſt now reprinted, up- 
on this Subject; and to what you will not pro- 
bably fail of hearing at the Bar of the Houſe, 
But one Thing I muſt obſerve, that it is no Ar- 
gument — am been no Abuſes, becauſe you 
have heard no grrat Clamours about them; you 
will not think it extraordinary, when you reflect 


upon the low Condition of thoſe, on whom the 


greateſt Burthen lies; how little able ſuch Wreiches 
are to battle Tyrranny; how little knowing in the 


Means of obtaining Redreſs; and how impalſible 


it would be for ſuch Perſons to think of carrying 
en their Buſineſs ever, after an Attempt to obtain 
it; to which you may add, that Supineneſs _ 
| | | P Ulila- 
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Puſilanimity which are the fatal and zever- | 
failing Effects of continued Oppreſſion. | 


We are very ready to allow, that there is an 
Appeal from the Commiſſioners of Exciſe. We 
will farther allow, that there are very fe In- 
ſtances of any Uſe made by the Subject of that 
Liberty: let them make the maſt of this Argu- 
ment, they can draw no Conſequence from it 
to their Purpoſe. Our Queſtion is here, not, 
whether there is an Appeal; but, whether bat 
Appeal be any, or a ſufficient Security to the 
Trader? If a Lamb were to fall into the Paws 
of a Lion and a Bear, would the poor Animals 
Circumſtance be better*d by an Appeal from one 
Beaſt to the other? The Caſe here would be the 
ſame; the /ame Judgment would be paſſed by 
either : But the Circumſtances of the poor Dealer 
in exciſeable Commodities are-/ti/ worſe. It he 
doubts the Juſtice of the Commiſſioners of Ex- 


ciſe, he muſt fly for Reqreſs to thoſe from whom 


he has ./#i/l leſs Reaſon to & it. The Com- 
miſſioners of Appeal are ſti] Seryants to the 


Crown; but with this vor/e Circumſtance, that 
they may be juſtiy ſuſpected of more Dependance, 


as they are generally Perſons of a lamer Rank, 


and their Salaries but half as good. And for a 


farther Aggravation of their Misfortunes, they 


are known to be guided in their Judgments by 


the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, who being pro- 
voked by the Reſtineſs of a ſtubborn Appellant, 
may very poſſibly procure a ſecond Determina- 
tion, {till more rigorous than the jirft. 

You will be more confirmed in this Opinion, 
when you conſider the Number of Trials before 
this Tribunal of the Exciſe, and when you reflec? 
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upon the Nature of Mankind. We are all par- : 
tial in our own Cauſes, and are ea/ily brought to 
imagine, when we ſuffer, that we ſuffer «unjuſtly. 


Is it poſſible then, that this prevailing Humour 


ſhould ſhew itſelf ſo inveterately in all other 
Courts of Judicature in the Kingdom? That in 
all Times, when the Judges have been moſt 
eſteemed, and not in the _ ſuſpected of Cor- 
ruption or Prejudice, we ſhould find Men diſ- 
contented with their Deciſions, and always puſh- 
ing their Cauſes up to the dernier Reſort ; and 
that in this Court alone, out of an Infinity of 
Trials, there ſhould be ſcarce found one ſingle 
Inſtance of it? I ſay, is it reaſonable to think, 
that this ſhould happen from the ſeraphic Virtue 
of the Commiſſioners of the Exciſe ? Is it not 
naturally accounted for another Way, from a 
— 1 Quality in the Commiſſioners of Ap- 
Perhis Circumſtance of Trial is very ſhocking 
to every thinking Subject of England, as it is a ma- 
niſeſt Deviation from, or, more properly, an 
infamous Violation of that, which, if any may 
be called fo, is the fundamental Law of pur 
Conſtitution, the Law of Juries. This Law 
has been eſtabliſhed among us, longer than we 
have any Account of Things in our Hiſtories ; 
and tho? it ſtands zow with us, only as a Part of 
Magna Charta, yet Magna Charta was only a 
Confirmation and Declaration of that Law, 
which had been the Law of England for many 
Centuries before. It is the grand Barrier of our 
Liberties. Nothing but this Method of Judg- 
ment by our Peers, could ſcreen the Poor from 


the Oppre/ſion of the Great, or the Great ** 
[ | : the 
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the Tyranny of the Crown. In ſhort, it is this 
alone that gives Life to all the o:her excellent 


Laws which we juſtly boaſt of. It is the eſſen- 
tial Difference between the Government of Mo- - 
rocco and our own. |. h 


And yet this our firſt Principle of Go- 


vernment has been openly attack'd by the 


ſame baſe mercenary Crew. They have la- 
boured to prove the preat Advantages of 
Trials ina ſummary way; but they are La- 
bourers, 'on all Accounts, very little worthy of 

their Hire, Their Patrons would be Belter ad- 
viſed to pay them for their Silence, than for their 
Works. 75 | 
Is it poſſible theſe Men could be weak enough 
to think, that they might impoſe upon us by 
their Arguments to this Point ? Have we ever 


failed of ſeeing through all their flimſy Counſels ? 
Or, when did we neglect to expoſe their evil 


Tendency to publick View? They could have 


no hope to meet a better Fate in this Inſtance 
they had good Reaſon to expect a warje * The 
moſt vulgar Underſtanding mult inſtantly ſee, 
the Conſequence of any Argument in Defence of 


ſummary Trials. That it tends directly to the 
Abolition of all Trials by Juries whatſoever. 


| They tell us, that this kind of Trial, in Cauſes 


relating to the Exciſe, is very Dilatory, and 
very Expenſive z and that there have been In- 
ſtances, where the Commiſſioners have turned 
over the Proſecution to the Exchequer ; but, that 
the Perſons ſo turned over, have declared, and 
have afterwards kept to their Declaration, that 
in any future Cauſe, they would rely only on the 
Integrity of the Commiſſioners. |: 1 
C 


) 
If this Method of Trial be ſo Dilatory and 
Expenſive, or ſo great a Burthen upon the Sub- 
jekt, in All Cauſes relating to the Exciſe, that a 
. ſummary way of Trial ougbt to be ſubſtituted in 
4  - Its Place. 4 deſire you will reflect upon the 
= Conſequence. A ſummary Way of Trial ought 
1 to be the only kind of Trial in England; for a 
4 ff Trial by Juries muſt have the ſame Objection, 
= full as ſtrong in all other Cauſes whatfoever. © 
it - We will admit, that /ome Perſons have choſen 
'F to be judged by the Commiſſioners, rather than 
1 the common Courſe of Law. But we muſt obſerve, 
that we take this Fact upon Truſt only, from 
the Commiſſioners themielves, How far you 
will think fit to give them Credit in this Mat- 
ter, muſt be left to your own Diſcretion. _ 

But allowing this, we grant no more, than 
that there are ſome Perſons, who are blind both 
to their private Intereſts, and to thoſe of the 

A 1 Paublick. I wiſh there were no other Inſtances of 
1 it, than can be produced by the Commiſſioners 
== of Exciſe. | | FLEX. * 
b If it were worth our while to play farther up- 
on theſe taudry Argumentators, we might even 

allow that theſe poor Traders, who were ſo en- 
amoured of the Commiſſioners, were Men of 
the beſt Judgment, and had. ftroug Reaſon for 
1 their won ante to thoſe of the _— 
uer. y might have depended upon Juſtice 
be this Nes for — at which 1 have 
hinted before; and yet this would prove no Ex- 
cellence in that kind of Tryal, or be any Satiſ- 
faction, that in future Times, their Decrees 
would ſtill continue juſt. It will prove indeed 
ſo far, that the Court of Exchequer is very cor- 
| rupt 3 
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rupt ; and therefore it ought to be purg d and 
cleans'd of that Corruption. But it is no ſort 
of Argument that the other ſhould be continued, 

or Its Judicatory extended, | | 
| TI ſhall not detain you longer than is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, to expoſe the Weakneſs and 
Iniquity of thoſe who are employ'd to ſcrib- 
ble in favour of Exciſes. It is a Buſineſs 
for which neither I have Time, nor could you 
have Patience: I ſhall therefore leave the Con- 
ſideration of their wretched Defence of the pre- 
ſent Exciſe, to examine what. they urge in 
favour of the New, intended upon Tobacco 
and Vine. | | 

Before I enter farther upon this Matter, I 
muſt let you know, that .theſe Gentlemen, 
till very lately, have very induſtriouſly conceaFd 
the whole of their Scheme; it was not ſo 
much as own'd that there was intended any 
Exciſe at all. At laſt, when they could help 
it no longer, they told us the Commodities 
to be excis'd : But they til keep back from 
= us all Lights whatſoever into the Execution, 
or the Plan propos d. I believe you will not 
only judge this Conduct ſuſpicious; you will 
o farther and pronounce it very unfair: It 
is a Conduct highly to be reſented by the 
zohole People of | 3&1 as well as by their 


"* Repreſentatives, who cannot but ſee the Rea- 


* fon of it. If the Scheme were good, or the 
good of the Publick were the only Thing in- 
tended by it, it would bear the Teſt, and its 
own Weight would carry it thro'. If it is a 
Deſign fo foul, that it could never paſs it it 
were examined Strictly, that Reaſon may be a 

"N Ci | good 
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good one, and ſurely it is the only one, why 
Matters of ſuch Moment to the Publick, 
ſnould be carry'd thro? the Houſe by Surprize. 
Rue whether it be a Reaſon ſatigfactory to the 
Publick, will be ſeen by the Event. 
Theſe Gentlemen have drawn a Kind of 
Argument from this ſhameful Secrecy, and 
with great Pertneſs animadvert upon thoſe 
who have honeſily, and with great Ability, op- 
Sd it when it was yet in Embrio. Some of 
them, with an. aukward Sneer, have endea- 
voured to retort a /ittle of that Ridicule, which 
has been juſtly and liberally beſtowed upon them- 
ſelves. They have attempted to be very witty 
upon Thoſe who have written againſt the in- 
tended Exciſe, as they pretend, without know- 
ing what it was they were writing againſt. 
They have compar'd them to a nad Man in 
a dark Room, throwing his Arms, and kicking his 
Legs againſt the Mainſcot. We muſt allow it 
to be a pretty Thought, and one of their Coups 
de Maiire, But yet I muſt be ſo free to tell 
them, that this is not their Talent; Ridicule is 
an edg*'d Tool, not to be truſted in childiſh 
Hands, It cuts both Ways, and the Striker, 
if he wants Judgment, or if the Object of 
his Blow be hard and knotty, often finds, to 
his Coſt, that he wields a dangerous Weapon. 
This they have all geod Reaſon to know; 
they have all paid dearly in their Turns, for 
neglecting this Obſervation. And they conti- 
nually put me in mind of the pois'nous Reptile 
in the Fable, who from a monſtrous Vanity to 
equal the Ox in Size and Comelineſs, puffed, 
ſtrain'd, and ſwelPd itſelf at that Rate, that 
0 9 0 the 


ASTP- 
the ſorry Creeper burſt at laſt in its foolifh 
Attempt. | E 

Surely we need ſay little in Juſtification of 
thoſe who enter'd the Lifts fo early in the 

Cauſe of our Liberty and Trade. If they had 
known nothing of what was intended, and had 
riſen upon the jfrft Alarm; if they had even 
raſply and ignorax/ly riſen, I fay, ſurely their 
Readineſs to /erve the Publick, might at leaſt 
have ſcreen'd them from Reflection, if it had 
not entitled them to Commendation. But it 1s 
falſely aſſerted, that they knew nothing. They 
knew the Exciſe was to be extended far- 
ther, tho' they could not tell in chat Shape it 
was deſign'd. Their not knowing more was, 

- had itſelf alone, a ſufficient Reaſon to alarm them. 

$5 Many other Circumſtances concurr'd to aſſure 

9 them of ſuch a Deſign. And the Offence 
which was taken at what was written againſt 
ſome particular Grievances of Exciſes in gene- 
ral, gave ſtrong Suſpicion that the New one 
would prove of the ſame Nature, and conſe- 
* that that Deſign would be a bad one. 

hey wrote only againſt Exciſes in ſuch Shapes 
as would be dangerous to the Nation. And they 
gave ſtrong Reaſons why they would be ſo. If 
the intended Exciſe ſhould prove of the ſame. 
kind with thoſe, againſt which they argued, 
there 1s no Room to laugh at them for Igno- 
rance : If not, and it ſhould appear quite ditfer- 
ent from any yet known, or any they had be- 
fore condemn*d, no Prejudice is done to the 

Publick. The King will have receiv'd a Bengit, 
in his Revenue from the Stamps, and the Gen- 
tlemen will have yet the Pleaſure of having 

| | con- 
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contributed, in fome Degree, to the publick Ser- 
vice. The real Scheme will find the 4% Oppo- 
ſition; and the honourable Gentleman, in the Ad- 
miniſtration, will ſtill meet with greater Ap- 
: 5 for his Ingenuity, in having made a 
Diſcovery ſo beneficial and important. . 
No Reflections can be more deſtitute of Point, 
or Sting; than ſuch as are thrown out upon theſe - 
Occaſions, on thoſe who write, in order to pre- 
vent the Execution of a Miniſterial Project. Is 
any Body to be *mper'd on by ſuch Cant as this, 
that Men are not able to form any Judgment 
of a Scheme till they. are acquainted with it 
in every Circumſtance? Nothing is more eaſy 
than to ſee the general Tendency of any Deſign 
of ibis Kind, without being ler into Particulars. 
If this Doctrine were to prevail, I know not 
of what uſe the Liberty of the Preſs, or indeed 
any other Liberty would be. I deſire you will 
obſerve the Time, that, in ſuch a Caſe, would 
be allowed for the Information, either of the 
Perſons concern'd to oppoſe ſuch a Scheme, or 
even the Members of the Houſe themſelves. 
In Matters of Conſequence, eſpecially ſuch as 
the Trading Part of the Nation are intereſted 
in, the Traders are the moſt proper Perſons to 
be confulted, and they ſhould have Time to 
adviſe with one another, and to lay their Caſe 
before the Parliament, it it ſhould be thought 
in any manner detrimental to them. The very 
ableſt Men in Parliament alſo, would want 
more Time than one Evening's Debate would 
afford them, to conſider and weigh all the In- 
conveniencies and Advantages together. And 


yet you may depend upon 1t, no farther Tune 
8 | than 
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than that Evening's Debate would be perm itfed, 


if it could be well avoided. It is from the 
Writings of theſe Gentlemen 8 the Pub- 
lick acquire any Information. ere they to 
be ſilent, the miniſterial Tribe would be for 
ever Dumb. And the Subject would know no- 
thing of any Law that was pa/s'd upon him, till 
he was bang d into a Knowledge of it for 

I come now, Sir, to lay before you the prin- 
cipal Arguments which are uſed to induce us to 
approve a new Exciſe. After telling you, that 


I ſhall lay before you the principal Arguments, 


in regard to myſelf, and to your good Opinion 


of my Veracity, I muſt caution you not to be 


ſhock' d at finding in them 20 Argument at all. 
Bad as they are, they have produced no better, 
and I aſſure you I deal fairly with you. I men- 
tion all that they lay any Streſs upon, 'and I am 
ſure it can be no Advantage to me to conceal 
any. 7 0 

The firſt Bait thrown out to us, 1s, that the 
Land-Tax ſhall be aboliſhed. It is repreſented 
as the moſt heavy, the moſt unjuſt, and moſt un- 
equal that we labour under. We are told, that 
they who argue in favour of a Land-Tax, argue 
in effect for an Exciſe upon all the Neceſſaries of 
Life, That the landed Intereſt. has borne the 


Burthen for forty Years,” that therefore it ought 


10w to be eas'd, and that Gentlemen from 300 
to 1000/7. per Ann. are in the greateſt Diſtreſs, 


and the greateſt Objects of Compaſſion in Great 


Britain. 
That the Land- Tax is to be taken off to make 
room for the Exciſe, can never have Weight with 
Is any 
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any 7eaſonable Man. The; /ame Power which 
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able to replace the Land-Tax, and make us bear 


them both together. We are 20 well acquainted 


with the political. Craft, not to know what is 
aim'd at by eaſing the Subject (as it is calPd) in 
changing old Taxes for new. The new are eſta- 


blind for ever, and the od will alſo be conti- 


nued; for there is hardly any Inſtance to be pro- 
duced, of any Duty once laid, which the Subject 


has ever got ſotally clear off, in any ſucceeding 


Age. The Sa//-Tax1s a late Inſtance of what we 

are to expect from the Abolition of Duties. 
That the Land-Tax is heavy, unjuſt, and un- 

equal, is a very complicated and terrible Charge ; 


and therefore I ſhall beg leave to anſwer to it 
_ diſtin&tly. Firſt, as to its being heavy, I ſup- 
; it is not calPd ſo from the Quantity of its 


roduce, becauſe its Weight in that Senſe had 
ſcarce been us'd as an Argument againſt it; but, 
if I underſtand the Meaning of an heavy Tax, 
it is uch a Tax as is raiſed with the greateſt Dif- 
ficulty, and a Tax ,that draws down the Clam- 


our and Curſes of the People: But this is by no 


means the caſe of the Land-Tax ; there is none 
more readily, more eaſily, and with le/s Oppoſition 


or Inſolvency, collected; nor did I ever hear of 


Clamour againſt it in my Lite. : 

Thus far indeed I muſt confeſs, that of /atz 
Years I have heard very grievous Complaints of 
a Land-Tax of 35. and of 45. in the Pound, 
but theſe Complaints did not proceed from hence, 
that the Money was raiſed in this Manner; but 
that ſuch Sums, which were generally eſteem'd 
unneceſſary, ſhould be raid a! all.” 4 

g As 


1 

As to the Iijuſtice of the Tax, the Charge 
cannot relate to any future Land-Tax, becauſe 
it is impoſſible to know how neceſſary, and con- 
ſequently how just any future Exigencies of State 
may make it to be continued, it can only fall 
therefore upon pa Land- Taxes; but to ſay that 
the paſt Land Taxes were unjuſt Taxes, is, in 
effect, to charge the Parliaments by which they 
were granted, with Injuſtice, and a Want of 
Conſideration for the Welfare of thoſe they repre- 
ſented; and therefore I believe, upon better Re 

flection, this Objection will be withdrawn. 
That the Land-Tax is an unequal Tax, I rea- 
dily allow; but how does this affect our Argu- 
ment? It touches us in no Degree, till it will 
be ſhewn that the Tax to be plac'd upon us in 
the Room of it is more equal, or till it is thewn 
us that the Inequality of the Land-Tax will ad- 
mit of 7s Remedy. As to the Equality of the 
new Exciſe, I will venture to affirm in general, 
that all Taxes upon Importation, ſuch as the 
Exciſe will be, are of Neceſſity the moſt unequa! 
Taxes that can be invented, becauſe it is impoſ- 


; 


ſible to prevent, entirely the clandeſtine Entrance 


_ of thofe Commodities, and conſequently there is 
the greateſt Difference made, not only between 
the fair Dealer and the Runner, but between the 
inland and maritime Confumer, ſo that theſe pror+ 
People of 500 or 10001. per Ann. are ſtill under 
the grievous Misfortune of unequal Taxation, 


one paying three times as much for his Wine as 


the other, according to the different Situation 
of their Eſtates. 


As to a particular Exciſe on Tobaeco and 


Wine, it muſt readily appear more unequal than 
than the Land-Tax. A very great Part of the 
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Kingdom taſte neither one nor the obey of thoſe 
Commodities : but there is not a Man, Woman, 
or Child in England, who does not conſume 


- ſome of the Commodities produced from Land, 


and really pay in proportion to their Conſump- 
tion of them, their Quota of the Land-Tax, by 
the Advance of their Prices : And here the very 
Nature of the Tax prevents all Fraud to the Re- 
venue, without any Expence to the Publick. 

The only Inequality in the Tax upon Land 
may be remedied at once, by a new Enquiry 
into the Value of Eſtates; and it may be pre- 


vented for ever, by renewing the ſame Enquiry 


at proper Intervals of Time, as Lands are en- 
clog d and improv'd. If the honourable Gentleman 
in the Adminiſtration had the Improvement of 
the Publick Revenues ſo much at Heart, why 
did he not attempt to do it this Way? This had 
been a noble Step, and a Land- Tax of 45. in 
the Pound, had made an Advance of at leaſt 
Two Millions. The People of England had ac- 
quieſced under a Regulation ſo fate and juſt; 


but this Tax would not have anſwered to his 


Purpoſe 3 it had required no new Officers to 
collect it; and the Charge of Management 
would not have mounted to one /ingle Shilling. 

As to that elegant Turn, that hey who argue 


" Sth favour of the Land-Tax, are arguing in Effect 
fer an Exciſe upon all the Neceſſaries of Life : It is 


very whimſically expreſſed, when there cannot 
be a greater Difference between one Method of 
Taxation and another. They have not one Cir- 
cumſtance in common, but this, -that the Sub- 
ject is ford to pay to both. If therefore it 
had been ſaid only, that he who argues in favonr 
of a Land-Tax, is arguing in favour of A Tax up- 

| on 
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on all the Neceſſaries of Life, I ſhould be very 
ready to confeſs it to be true, and for that Rea- 
ſon I am for it, becauſe in a Tax upon all Neceſ- 
faries, all muſt pay, which is highly juſt and 
reaſonable they ſhould. In our Argument a- 
gainſt Exciſes, we object, not that the Subject 
is to pay, but that the Subject is to Pay in unjuſt 
Proportion, and in ſuch a Method as may be 
defiruftive to the Trade and Liberties of the 
Nation. 

It cannot be denied, that the Landed Intereſt 
has borne the Burthen of Taxes for forty Years. 
It is certainly true, that in ſome Senſe it has. 

It we had not known before, how little the 
manufacturing Part of the People has been re- 
garded of late Years, we might have been ſur- 
Priz d at ſch an Afſertion as this, that the land- 
ed Gentlemen, from 500 to 1000 J. per Ann. 
are in the greateſt Diſtreſs, and the greate/# 
Objefis of Compaſſion in Great-Britain. The 
Gentleman ought to have added one Mono- 
ſyllable, and it might have paſs'd uncontro- 
verted ; the greateſt Objects of HIS Compaſſion 3 
but yet he might have mentioned ſome others, 
as Objects of his Compaſſion, upon the ſame 
Foot. Gentlemen from 1000 to 20,000 /. 
Landed Men of any Fortune may be reduc'd 

by their Luxury, Extravagance, and Indiſ- 
cretion, to be the Objects of Miniſterial Com- 
paſſion; but without one of theſe Cauſes, nei- 
ther the fit nor the laſt can be brought into 
ſuch a Condition as to deſerve nis Pity. _. 

My Opinion of theſe Men is very different; 

ſo far from eaſing thoſe of his Stamp, if pak 
fible, I would invent new Burthens tor them, 
To leſſen their Taxes, would be to put a Pre- 
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mium upon Luxury, which (whatever the ho- 
nourable Gentleman may think) does not at 
preſent, ſeem to me to want Encouragement. 


I can never bring my felf to have the leaſt 
Regard for thoſe Misfortunes which fall upon 


Men in Conſequence of thejr own Corruption 
and Folly, Ir is in the Power of any Gentle- 


man of a much ſmaller Fortune than either 500 
or a 1000 J. per Ann. to live and to ſupport a 


numerous Family with Comfort and Plenty of 
all the real Neceſſaries of Life. Theſe will ne- 
ver appear Objects of Compaſſion to me, while 
here are ſome Millions of my Fellow-Subjects, 


* whoſe /eanty and miſerable Subſitance ariſes only 


from an honeſt and laborious Induſtry ; who 
live from Hand to Mouth, and muſt periſh with 


their whole Families, by any, almoſt inſenſible 


Turn-in Trade againſt them, and die like Dogs 
for. want of the mot ordinary Helps, if ſeized 
with the /ighteft Diſtemper. # RC 

It is impoſſible, in the Nature of Taxes, that 
one Body of People enn be eagd, without laying 
a greater Weight upon the reſt. Let us comtider 
then in this Caſe, what Part of the People is to 
be relieved, according to the Scheme before us, 
and who are to Far the Load which lay before 
upon the others Shoulders. The Perſons to be 


reliev'd, are, in the firſt Place, a Number ac- 


cording to the moſt accurate * Computations 


amounting to the tenth Part of the Commu- 


nity: And in the next, ſuch as live upon the 
Fat of the Lang, and contribute in no degree 
to the Service of the Publick ; but on the 
contrary, by their Luxury and exorbitant 
Conſumptian of foreign Commodities, confoungl 
51 BEE | 1 85 | - OUT 
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our Trade, and turn the Ballance of it againſt 
us: they feel the Conſequences of it themſelves 


in the Payment of their Rents. . On the other 


Hand, that Part of the People who are the 


Body of the Nation, whoſe Arts and Labour 


alone ſupport the Kingdom, who are already 
pinch'd and /queez*'d to maintain the Extrava- 
gance of the Drones of the Society; theſe 


gard to their real and great Diſtreſs, or even 
to the fatal Effect it muſt have upon the landed 
Gentlemen, who will always ſuffer more by 
an Oppreſſion of the manufacturing and labour- 
ing Part of the Community; or, in other 


Tax that can poſſibly be laid i iately 
upon themſelves, @_ 5 
The landed Gentlemen have the 1% Reaſon, 
or rather, indeed, 10 Reaſon at all, to expect 
4 a Remiſſion of the Land-Tax from this Con- 
ſideration. Thad Tax having now ſubſiſted a- 
bove forty Nears, in that Space of Time, all 
ed who had ſet upon Leaſes-for Dives, renew- 
Opportunities of re-ſetting their Lands, and 
have indemnified themſelves by raiſing their 
= Rents: What they have {fi by the Tax, they 
have gair'd in their Rent-rolls :- So that in the 
general, the Poſſeſſors of old Estates, ſince the 
Revolution, are really no great Sufferers. As 
for thoſe who are late Purchaſers, they have 
little Reaſon to complain, ſince. they came in 
upon the Foot of the Tax, and have, often 
had Allowance made them for it in the Pur- 
| chaſe, The Farmers themſelves have not felt 
= - | N 


5 


are to be ſtill farther preſs'd, without any Re- 


Words, by the Decay of Trade, than by any 


the Gentlemen of England ( thoſe 1 — except- 


b 9 able for ever, or Fee Farm) have had frequent 
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it much, becauſe they have raiſed the Price of 
Proviſions likewiſe in Proportion, as their Land- 


. Jords have raiſed their Payments; ſo that the 


greateft Burthen has lain all-along upon the Con- 
ſumer, who in Nine Inſtances out of Ten, is 
a Labourer or Manufacturer, and conſequently 


the Remiſſion of the Land-Tax, inſtead of ca- 


ing thoſe who have borne the Burthen of it 
fo long, will have a very contrary Effect, and 
not only prove an additional Burthen to them, 
but the heavie# Blow upon the Trade of Eng- 
land, that it ever yet receiver. 
The Cale would be ſomewhat different, if 
the Price of Proviſions would abate in Propor- 
tion to the Tax; but that will zever follow; 
the Gentlemen will Hill inſiſt upon the Pay- 
ment of the ſame Rents, and therefore the 
Farmer will not be able to ſell his Commo- 
dities at a lower Rate. t 
I believe you are now pretty well convinc'd 


that we ought not to change the Land-Tax 


for a New-Exciſe ; and, indeed, that we ought 
never to part with it all : For as no Nation can 
ſubſiſt without me Taxes, ſo no Tax can ever 
be invented more equal, or eaſy to the Subject. 
The changing of Taxes · in general, without the 
moſt abſolute Neceſſity or the Abolition of 
them, without moral Certainty that there will 
be no Occaſion to replace them ſoon again, is 
a very impolitick Proceeding, becauſe the Pub- 


lick zever receives an Advantage in Proportion 


to the Prejudice which follows to the Revenue; 

and as upon the Impoſition of all Taxes, the 

Price of the Commodity is always advanced 

Beyond the Sum charged upon it; fo on the o- 

ther Hand, upon the Remiſſion of them, the 

5 Price 
Y | 
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Price is ſeldom reduced as much as the Duty 
amounted to. a 1 . 

It is very poſſible that /ome landed Gentle- 
men may imagine, that I have not ſeem'd fuffi- 
ciently tender of their Intereſts : The Advo- 
cates of Power will not fail to foment this Opi- 
nion as much as they can. I ſpeak the Truth, 
and ſhew that oo much Tenderneſs to the landed 
Intereſt, would prove the greateſt Cruelty. I 


ſhew plainly, that the Weight removed from 


them pox any other Part of the Publick, 
would be their inevitable Ruin : And when 
Gentlemen ſeriouſly conſider the Caſe, they 


will be convinced, that it is ſo to Demonſtra- 


tion. Thoſe whoſe chief Dependance is upon 
the infamous Arts of Scandal and Defamation, 
may, with their inſipid Strains of Rhetorick, en- 
deavour to convince the Freebolders of England, 
that I am writing to the Mob. Suppoſing it 
were true, I leave it to you to determine, at 
whom the Freeholders ought to take the greateſt 
Offence ; at thoſe who direct their Argument to 
the Mob itſelf, or at thoſe who addre/s them- 
ſelves indeed to the landed Gentlemen; but ad- 


© - dreſs them in ſuch a manner, as if they took 


them for a Mob, an unthinking, inconſiderate 
Mob, and treat them with ſuch Arguments of 
Private Gain and Intereſts, diſtin&t from thoſe 
of the Publick in general, as would hardly be 
capable to influence the very meaneſt of the Po- 
puace itſelf. I 
As long as I continue to write.on this Side of 
the Queſtion, I ſhall never fear to be accuſed 
of wanting the moſt tender Regard for the landed 
Intereſt: When I write on the contrary Side, 
or 


(32) 


or when I am known to have a Place or Pen- 
ſion, the Dirt may ſtick, and not 'till then. 


| 
?! 
? 
Þ 


Wo The next great Argument for the New Exciſe 
8 | is, the Sophiſtication of Vine; which they confi- 
N dently affirm will. be totally prevented by it. It 
5 mae make you laugh to hear theſe State Em- 
. piricks, in the higheſt Stile of Quackery, de- 
f ſcant upon the Miſchiefs occaſioned by adulte- 
5 rated Nine. Theſe Political Charlatans, like 
| true Mountabanks, in a triumphant Flouriſh of 
f Nonſence, ſet forth at the ſame time their Bene- 


Wh: - t volence to the Publick, and their Abilities to 
4 ſerve it. The running of Goods, is their grand 
Diftemper ; their Pill is the Exciſe. They might 
1 E Preſcribe their Medicine upon the Ponineu 2 
wu  .__ haps with ſome Succeſs ; but their Phylſick is 


2 too nanſeous for an Engliſh Stomach. | 

1 Ihere is, without Diſpute, a very great A- 

= duulteration of Wine. In all Probability, to 

. 30,000 Tons imported, an Addition may be 

| made, by brewing it at home, of 20,000 more. 
We will allow that near Half of that which is 
drank for Wine, is not Wine, but a Mixture 
of the Vintners ; but wwe don't know what that | 
Mixture is. I think therefore, before we ad. 
mit this Argument, before we thruſt our Necks $7 
into the Collar, as the only way to avoid being 

Tioiſon d, we ought a liltle to enquire whether owe 

1 aaKækare in any Danger of being poiſon'd at all. 9 

1 If what I have heard be true, and I have 

* good Reaſon to believe it ſo, the Mixture is 

commonly made with Cyder, Juice of Tur- 

mips, and Juice of Elder-Berries. In this Caſe 

the People of England, in Point of Health, 

would make a poor Exchange, if by an Exeiſe 

it ſhould afterwards happen, that they ſhould 
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drink nothing but uncompounded Wine; that Li- 
uor can never be natural to an Eugliſß Con- 

Ss it is not the Growth of ovr Climate: 

And from thence we may reaſonably conclude 

it was never deſign'd to be our general Drink. 

The other Liquors, of which our Wine is at 

preſent ſaid to be compounded, are not only 

produced in this Kingdom, but every one of them 
eſteemed wholeſome and medicinal. We hear 
frequently, indeed, of zerrible Accidents from 
drinking. bad Wine; but tis much more proba- 
ble that theſe Accidents happen from the Ingre- 
dients us'd in ning it down, than from the Na- 
ture of the Liquor ilſelf; and how the Exciſe 
will prevent tie Uſe of theſe Ingredients, I can- 
not eaſily comprehend. 

It is certain, for many Reaſons, that the Price 
of Wine will be much advanced by an ZExcije up- 
on it, altho* the Duty ſhould remain the ſame. 
This is acknowledg'd by the greateſt Advocates 
for it: If ſo, what will become of our poor Ob- 
jects of Charity, Gentlemen from 500 to 1000 /, 
fer Annum? Theſe poor People conſume a much 
greater Quantity of Wine, in Proportion, than 
any other Set of Men in the Kingdom; ſo 
that you ſee how admirably the Exci/e is calcu- 
lated for their Relief. 

From this Advance in the Price, they draw 
an Argument, which is well worth our while 
to conſider. They ſay very truly, that the Lux- 
ury of the Nation is its Ruin: That the great 
Conſumption of Wine affefts the Ballance of cur 
Trade in a high Degree. They likewiſe ſay, 
which in ſome Senſe is alſo true, That this Ex- 
ciſe, by raiſing the Price, will leſſen the Conſump- 
tion; and thence conclude, that ic muſt prove 
ol the moſt important __ to the Kingdom. 


— In 


* 


. 


In order to ſet both theſe Gentlemen them- 
ſelves, and their Arguments, in a proper 
Light, I ſhall beg leave to take into Conſi- 
deration at the ſame time with this, azotber of 
their Reaſons, and, indeed, their ſtrongeſt, for Y 
the Regulation propos'd, which is tbe Riſe of 
_ the Revenue. They eſtimate this Riſe at above © 
- 400,000/. 3 but this Riſe can never happen but 
upon a Suppoſition that the Conſumption will 
ſtill continue the ſame. If the Conſumption 
leſſens in the Degree which, for the ſake of our 
Trade, they pretend to hope it will, what be- 
comes of their mighty Encreaſe of the Reve- 
nue? If the Revenue anſwers, as at other times 
they aſſure us it will, how will our Luxury be 
ws. diminiſhed? How ſhall we be help'd in the 
_ Baillance of Trade? In this manner, Sir, are all 
it their Schemes ſupported, by Arguments which 
need no other Confutation than what they afford 
themſelves, ſtrip them of their dull, declama- 
tory Ornaments ; ſubvert their confuſed, ; inco- 
ö herent, jumbled Method, and range them na- 
| | ked againſt each other. This is the mt fting- 
1 ing Anſwer you can give them. 885 
= | 2s to the Ballance of Trade, we mult enter 
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a little more deeply into that Conſideration ; 

nothing can deſerve our Attention more. It 

is by that only we can be ſupported ; and 1 

am afraid it is not /o much at preſent in our 

* Favour, that we may venture to be wanton 

:.% with it. : 

1 | I will ſtate this Matter before you, in the 
fame Light in which it appears to me; and 1 

believe when you have well-conſider'd it, ſo far 

® from perceiving any. Poſſibility of Advantage in 

tis. Point, from an Exciſe upp Wine, you muſt 
evidently fee, that in all human Probability | 

f | E WI 


(382 . : 


will turn the Ballance againſt us in a moſt terri- 
ble Degree. | | 2 
There is no Neceſſity to be minutely exact, Y 
nor is it indeed poſſible to be ſo, as to the Q ; | 
tity of Wine annually conſum'd among us; 
however, we can come near enough to give our 
Argument its full Weight, We eſtimate there- 
fore the Quantity of real, genuine Wine import- 
ed, at 30000 Tons, as we have done already, 
and the Quantity of what goes under the De- 
nomination of Wine conſum'd, at 30000. It 
appears then, that we conſume 20000 more than 
we import, and © conſequently that there are 
20000 Tons of our own Manufacture, all 
which eſcape the Cuſtom; and if we reckon the 
Duty at 204, per Ton, this is a LH to a Re- 
venue of 400,000/. | 
The Exciſe muſt anſwer this Sum in Hine 
and 100,000 l. more in Tobacco, or elſe we ſhall 
not get clear of our Twelve Pence upon Land. We 
mult therefore allow them, for Argument ſake, 
that no Wine will be run or adulterated after 
this Regulation, We ought alſo farther to al- 
low them, that the whole 50000 Tons will be 
ſtill conſumed: And then it would follow, that 
the Revenue will be advanced at leaſt 4co,000 J. 
by the Exciſe on Wine: But if the Conſumption 
will be in any degree diminiſhed, which they have 
inſiſted upon themſelves, their Calculation muſt 
Fail in that proportion: And that the Conſump- 
tion will be 4%, we are very ready to allow, ſo 
that it muſt follow at leaſt, from their own Ar- 
gument, that their Scheme will never compleat- 
ly anſwer. 8 
That the Conſumption will be 1% is very 
certain, becauſe the Price of Wine will be a 
yanced, Upon all Impoſitions, or new Regu- 
| E 2 lations 
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= » Actions in Taxes, the Dealers take an Advantage, 
; | and raiſe their Commodities. This is one Rea- 


ſon. Another unanſwerable one is, that near 
one half of what is drank for Wine, has paid 10 
Duty, ſo that, when by the new Exciſe, the 
Dealers are obliged ro pay Duty for every drop 
they ſell, it cannot be poſſible for them to afford 
it 74 cheap. A third Reaſon is, that the Mer- 
chants muſt pay more for it themſelves Abroad, 
than they do at preſent, which I ſhall prove to 
you immediately. | | 
Our next Step is, to conſider in what | 
the Conſumption may probably diminiſh. This 
| 13 not to be aſcertained, but we may reaſonably 
: compute it at 10,000 Tuns. This, I believe is 
1 full ſufficient if we conſider the great Power af 
Luxury in this Age. I would not compute it at 
20, ooo, becauſe, as you will readily perceive, if 
the Conſumption were to decreaſe in that Propor- 
tion, the Revenue would not be advanced a ſingle 
Shilling. 
Allowing therefore, the Decreaſe to be 10,000 
Tuns; the Conſumption of Wine in England 
will be no more than 40,000 Tuns, and the 
Revenue will be increaſed but by the Puty of 
. 10,000 Tuns, which amounts (according to our 
3 i Computation) to 200,000 / : Whereas they 
| have, in direct Contradiction to themſelves, and 
their Qwn Arguments, doubled the Quantity 
that will be brought to pay Duty by the Exciſe, 
y and conſequently doubled the Advantage that is 
to follow to the Revenue. 
According to tbœſe Calculations it appears, 
* that the Publick will drink % Wine by lo, ooo 
Tuns than they do zo; and this the minifterial 
Writers affirm will be a great Saving to the Na- 
8 tion; and it is in this Article that they tell us our 
© . e > Fallacy 
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Luxury will be ſo happily ſtruck at; but the Fal- 
lacy lics here 3 a Poblik will drink indeed leſs 
Cyder, Perry, Elder, and Turnip-Fuice ; which, 
artfully brewed, is paſſed upon them. for Wine; 
but, in reality, the Publick will conſume 10,000 
Tuns of Foreign Wine, in the Place of 20,000 Tuns 
of theit own Liquors, and how this will be proved 
a Saving to the Nation I cannot eaſily underſtand. 
You will now ſee how our Trade will be 
affected by the Exciſe : We will value eve 
Tun of Hedien Wine only at the Rate of 107. 
rime Coſt Abroad; and then the Leſ to the 
8 upon this additional Quantity, will a- 
mount to 100, oo0 J. But to this muſt be added 
a farther Lo, which will inevitably follow upon 
the Increaſe of our Demand, and that it is an 
Advance in the Price upon the whole 40,000 
Tum. 2 
The Caſe is therefore this; In order to rai/e 
200, ooo l. we are to ſubmit not only to the 
greateſt Inconveniencies and Danger in the Method 
of Collection, but we are to impoſe, in reality, a 
farther Tax upon the Nation of above 100;000/. 
which Tax is of more fatal Conſequences to the 
Publick, than all our other Taxes put together. 
For I will venture to ſay, that 10004. ſent om of 
the Kingdom, is of more prejudice to it, than 
100,000. raiſed upon the Subject, and imployed 
at home: but we find this is not the general 
Opinion, ſince we have paid Subſidies for /6 
many Years, of above 313, 000 l. ger Annum, to 
Sweden, Wolfenbuttle, and Heſſe ; and this natu- 
rally gives us ſome Reaſon to doubt, whether 
ſome important Revolution of State has not occa- 
ſioned this Exciſe ; and whether it may not be 
deſigned as a kind of gentee! Penſion to France, 
Poriugal, and Spain, 1 | 
| I ſhall 
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I ſhall inſiſt no longer upon this Point. I be- 
lieve you can plainly ſee, that the Ballance of 
Trade will be moſt heavily affected by any Ex- 
ciſe upon Wine, let it de laid in any Shape 
whatſoever. 5 | | 


I ſhall now come to conſider how. the fair | 


Traders: will be concerned. We are told, that 
a new Exciſe would make them happy, and that 
it is what they earneſtly deſire. This we are 
told in Oppoſition to the Clamours of all the 

greateſt Merchants of England, in open Violation 
to Truth, and in Contradiftion not only to Rea- 


ſon, but to what we hear and ſee every Hour 


of our Lives. | | | 

There may, perhaps, be Merchants and 
Dealers, who will not oppoſe the intended 
Scheme. A Brewer, or a Maltſter may be of 


the Number, becauſe he becomes ſubject to 


no zew Hardſhip by it, and poſſibly may ex- 


pect Advantage from the greater Conſumption of 


Malt Drink : But the Point is to ſhew that 
the Merchants, or Dealers in Wine, are deſirous 
of it. It would be very ſurpriſing it any of 
theſe ſhould be found of that Opinion, when 
we conſider the Condition of thoſe who trade 

at preſent under the Regulation of Exciſe. I have 


already mentioned /ome of its Difficulties, and 


I ſhall beg leave here to mention a few more. = 

You know very well, that no exciſeable Com- 
modities can be” removed without a Permit. 
This Permit can only be obtained at certain 


Hours, and on certain Days; and, when ob- 


tained, is of Service only for that Day on which 
it is granted. Suppoſe a Merchant has occaſion 
to remove his Commodity to ſuch a Diſtance, 
that he may reaſonably ſuppoſe he may .perzorm 
it in one Day; if by any Negigence in the Car- 


TR: 


rier, or any Accident to the Carriage, the Goods 
ſhould be found upon the Road, after the Hours 
during which the Permit has Force, the Goods 
are liable to be ſcized, let their Value be ever ſo 
conſiderable, and the Dealer lies at the MERC 
of the Commiſſioners of, Exciſe, How eaſily may 
any Man be ruined, in this Manner, upon A- 
grement between the Officer and Carrier, to ſhare 
the Spoil? How innocently undone by many un- 
foreſeen Accidents? Nay, a Permit, either 2ſt, 
or miſlaid, is ſufficient to deſtroy a Family. | 

Another great Grievance is the Gauging of 
exciſeable Liquors. The Officer has a Power of 
Saugen more or leſs, as he thinks proper. This 
cauſes great Dependance and Expence to the 
Dealer, who muſt make an Intereſt with the 
Officer. It is an infamous Inlet to Corruption, 
and no doubt a great Prejudice to the Revenue. 
It is true that the Liquors may be countergauged 
if the Dealer deſires it, and he may complain of 
the Officer; but you will ſee a great Difference 
between Complaint and Redreſs, when the Judges 
of the matter are {till Commiſſioners of Exciſe. 

A third great Hardſhip is, that the Goods 
muſt be lodged in Warehouſes belonging to thagCrown. 
This is a great Expence to the Dealer, becauſe 
he is obliged to pay for that Warehouſe-Room: 
At the fame time perhaps he may have Ware- 
houſes of his own empty, or he might lodge his 
Goods in other Places, at a much cheaper Rate. 
A Multitude of other Inconveniencies attend 
this ſlaviſh Circumſtance. The Owner himſelf 
has no Key to theſe Warehouſes. If he wants 
to examine the Condition of his Goods, or if he 
wants to few them to his Cuſtomers, he muſt 
wait Phe Officers Hours; and on Holidays he 
can never ſeg them at all. Nay, the Property 

; A 


of v , oY : - n ”— _ 4 
ns ov + io as 2 
b —__ —— l 1 KG T. 


; —— — 3 2 
- a” E 
ed — 1 — 
— 3311 n aero 
* J *"; — 
x 


mY 


ISS 


e 


— 5 Bai, 2 


— — — — — gy 
- PR - — = < 
* 9 —_— — — IE IS _ _ 2 - . —— — r | 
| Me a * I + * — - 2 . ITS. - = — 7 — 2 — 7 — — — — — — 7 
— - - A N 4 3 — — - —_— CE — . Com. w = f = _ - "Inn = * 
a - f — a X —— — > - = _ — — — w . i ar £2 oe an: 22 4 * 
a= WW o Fan. 3 — 2 4 — — —_ —_ _—_ — - — _ : 
a — —— dg 4 — 2 7 8 p * — 
- C 4 at - „ * 0 N — — a 5 by — ” 
— > b > FD = * 
6 a a d 


— 
2 wx © 


tes A . 
* 


* 


(38) 

I ſhall inſiſt no longer upon this Point. I be- 
lieve you can plainly ſee, that the Ballance of 

Trade will be moſt heavily affected by any Ex- 
ciſe upon Wine, let it be laid in any Shape 
whatſoever. _ 'd PTL HK 
I ſhall now còme to conſider how. the fair 

Traders: will be concerned. We are told, that 


a zew Exciſe would make them happy, and that 
it is what they earneſtly deſire. This we are 


told in Oppoſition to the Clamours of all the 


greateſt Merchants of England, in open Violation 
to Truth, and in Coniradiftion not only, to Rea- 
ſon, but to what we hear and ſee every Hour 


of our Lives. | 

There may, perhaps, be Merchants and 
Dealers, - who will not oppoſe the intended 
Scheme. A Brewer, or a Maltſter may be of 


the Number, becauſe he becomes ſubject to 


no zew Hardſhip by it, and poſſibly may ex- 


pect Advantage from the greater Conſumption of 
Malt Drink: But the Point is to ſhew that 


the Merchants, or Dealers in Wine, are deſirous 


of it. It would be very ſurpriſing it any of 
theſe ſhould be found of that Opinion, when 
we. conſider the Condition of thoſe who trade 
at preſent under the Regulation of Exciſe. I have 
already mentioned (/me of its Difficulties, and 


I ſhall beg leave here to mention a few more. 


You know very well, that no exciſeable Com- 
modities can be removed without a Permit. 


This Permit can only be obtained at certain 


Hours, and on certain Days; and, when ob- 
rained, is of Service only for that Day on which 
it is granted. Suppoſe a Merchant has occaſion 
to remove his Commodity to ſuch a Diſtance, 
that he may reaſonably ſuppoſe he may .perzorm 
it in one Day; if by any Neg/igence in the Car- 

| rier, 


6391 
rier, or any Accident to the Carriage, the Goods 
ſhould be found upon the Road, after the Hours 
during which the Permit has Force, the Goods 
are liable to be ſeized, let their Value be ever ſo 
conſiderable, and the Dealer lies at the MER Y 
of the Commiſſioners of, Exciſe, How eaſily may 
any Man be ruined, in this Manner, upon A- 
grement between the Officer and Carrier, to ſhare 
the Spoil? How innocenily undone by many un- 
foreſeen Accidents? Nay, a Permit, either 42ſt, 
or miſlaid, is ſufficient to deſtroy a Family. 
Another great Grievance is the Gauging of 
exciſeable Liquors. The Officer has a Power of 
gauging more or leſs, as he thinks proper. This 
cauſes great Dependance and Expence to the 
Dealer, who muſt make an Intereſt with the 
Officer. It is an infamous Inlet to Corruption, 
and no doubt a great Prejudice to the Revenue. 
It is true that the Liquors may be countergauged 
if the Dealer deſires it, and he may complain of 
the Officer; but you will ſee a great Difference 
between Complaint and Redrejs, when the Judges 
of the matter are ſtill Commiſſioners of Exciſe. 
A third great Hardſhip is, that the Goods 
muſt be lodged in Warehouſes belonging to the Crown. 
This is a great Expence to the Dealer, becauſe 
he is obliged to pay for that Warehouſe-Room : 
At the fame time perhaps he may have Ware- 
houſes of his own empty, or he might lodge his 
Goods in other Places, at a much cheaper Rate. 
A Multitude of other Inconveniencies attend 
this ſlaviſh Circumſtance. The Owner himſelf 
has no Key to theſe Warehouſes. If he- wants 
to examine the Condition of his Goods, or if he 
wants to ſhew Them to his Cuſtomers, he muſt 
wait the Officers Hours; and on Holidays he 
can never ſee them at all. Nay, the Property 
Ee ol 


. 55 FF | 
of a hundred Merchants may be conſumed by 
Fire, all warming themſelves at the Flames of 
their own Commodities, and unable to open the 
Door of the Warehouſe, *cill the Officer ſhall 
think fit to riſe and do it for them. al 
I could mention many other Difficulties un- 

der which the faireſt Dealers in exciſeable Com- 

maodities do now labour; but I think theſe /f- 

ficient to convince you, that no Merchant 
whatſoever can deſire, that their particular 
Branches of Commerce ſhould be made ſubject 
to the ſame Regulation. You may eaſily perceive 
the Falſhood of 7hoſe who aſſert it, without 
making any Enquiry into it, from the very Na- 
ture of the Thing. It is plainly impoſſible 
they can deſire it upon the Foot of the preſent 
Exciſe, nor can they deſire it upon the Foot of 
the intended Scheme, for that is totally concealed 
from them. Their only Inducement, therefore, 
muſt be an implicit Faith in the Miniſters Abi- 
ities and Integrity; and we all know how far 
that Opinion will carry them. _ 

I know it will be anſwered by the ſame Set of | + 
Men, that the Opinion, or Inclination of the þ|þ 
Merchants is not to be conſidered, It is their 
uſual Way to argue thus in Oppoſition to them- 

1 | ſelves. One Moment they draw their Reaſons 

3 N from Facts and Circumſtances, which they tell 

1x us are of the greateſt Importance to be conſidered. 

When thoſe Reaſons are confuted, their Facts 

and Circumſtances exploded, the very nexit 

Moment, they cavalierly tell us, that the very 

ſame Facts and Circumſtances are not to be con- 

ſidered at all. Thus, in this Inſtance, they have 
repreſented the Merchants and Dealers in theſe 

1 | Commodities, as a vile Pack of Rogues, Cheats 
. and Poifoners of the Publick ; Men who will 

in | Eb | of peſe 
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oppoſe the net Exciſe, only as it will be a Benefit - 
to the Publick, and a Prejudice to themſelves. 

; In the firſt Place I think, in a Count ſub- 
ſiſting only by Trade, a Miniſter ought, for his 


oton Sake, if not for any other Conſideration, to 
take care that his Band of Scriblers ſhould 
treat with more Deference and Reſpect, a Body 
of Men, of ſuch Number and Weight, in the 
Affairs of Commerce. This is only Matter of 
private Advice to himſelf; but as to the Argu- 
ment, I ſhall beg leave to ſay, that in Point f 
Jueref, the Merchants in no fort have Reaſon 
to oppoſe the Exciſe : It will bring great Trouble 
to them, and great Danger to the Liberties of the 
People, But as to the Matter of Profit, it will be 
rather advantageous than prejudicial to them. It 
has been plauſibly inſiſted on, that the Burden 
of the new Exciſe will only fall upon the un- 
fair Trader, and only preſs the Adullerator of 
Wine; but this can never be an Argument with 
Men of the ea Reflection. Any new Difiicul- 
ties upon them, would only furniſh them with 
Pretences for farther Exation, at leaſt they 
would, and always do, take care to /ave them- 
ſelves. It is the Conſumer ; it is the Publick that 
muſt pay for all; and the Dealer neither «will 
nor can ſupport any additional Load or Expence 
upon his Buſineſs. | e 
Before I leave this Head, I ſhall beg leave 
to aſk one Queſtion; Who is underſtood by - 
the Fair Trader? If by the Fair Trader is un- 
derſtood the Merchant, who pays Duty tor the 
Wine he imports, I do not comprehend who 
the Foul Dealer is, or who their Indignation is ſo 
much raiſed againſt. For as to the running of 
Wine, that is very little practiſed, and the Go- 
vernment very little defrauded that Way. The 
| = Nature 


8 (42) _— 
Nature of the Commodity- (which is ſuch, that 
it cannot be imported in fmall Parcels) is a 
=_— ſufficient Security againſt it. If by the Fair 
5 4 Dealer is underſtood the Vintner who ſells his 
Wine unadulterated, which is what they can 
only mean, I find it very difficult to diſcover 
who is intended to be eaſed by the Exciſe; for 
T am very confident in this Senſe, there is not a 
fingle Fair Trader in the Kingdom; fo that I 
think it very plain, that neither the People in 
general, nor the Traders of Wine in particular, 
| can deſire the Exciſe : And if we enquire who 
1 really are, or really have Reaſon to be fond of 
| the Scheme, I believe we ſhall find only the 
Projector, the Executioners, and the Crown. 
As to the Projector, I might have left him 
out of the Number; for whatever he may 
think of it no, he will very probably have Rea- 
ſon to be 4% pleaſed with it hereafter. 4 
- By the Executioners I mean che Officers who 
are to be employ'd to put the ne Scheme in 
Execution: I would not be underſtood to mean 
the Officers of the Army; I hope they will 
never be concerned in any manner with it; but 
E mean thoſe Officers who are ſtiled Exciſemen, 
or Commiſſioners of Exciſe : How many of theſe 
will be added to the preſent Number, we have 
not yet Authority to affirm : It is currently re- 
Ported, however, that from the Miniſter's gra- 
cCious Regard to the Liberties of the Subject, 
HE HAS DETERMIN'D to add only one Commil- 
fioner, and Forty inferior Officers. This would 
be indeed a gracious Act in a Miniſter who can 
determine any thing in his Claſet, before it has 
been ſo much as mention d in the Houſe : Bur the 
. - Word determine is too harſh; he could never 
have uſed it, and to be ſure he never pretended 
WR. to 
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to it; and cherefore I am inclined to diſcredit 
the whole Report: I ſay, I am inclined to it, 
for ſuch a Number of Officers would be a very 
dangerous Addition. 5 

There are already in the Houſe of Commons, 
above 200 Men who are known to have Places; 
how many more unknown, or who have ſome- 
thing equivalent to a Place ; or whether there 
be any in thoſe Circumſtances, I ſhall not pre- 
tend to inform you. From this Number, dan- 
gerous as it has been in former Times, and fatal 
as it will be in the future, no Man can ſay he 
apprehends the leaſt Hazard to our Liberties at 
this Juncture: But this I will venture to ſay, 
that in any Parliament which is capable of Cor- 
ruption, this Influence would be ſufficient to 
overturn the State. The Addition. of Influence 
over one more Perſon, ought to be much appre- 
hended in a Country like this, where a ſingle 
Vote may poſſibly have the Power of turning 
the Scale in the moſt important Inſtance. As 
to the Influence of 40 inferior Officers, you may 
eaſily judge of it from the Terrors which one 
ſingle Exciſeman is now able to ſcatter thro' a 
whole Corporation. 

It is much to be diſputed, whether the Crown 
itſelf may have much Reaſon to deſire the Al- 
teration. If the Civil Liſt were to be increaſed 
by it 100, ooo J. per Ann. that Advantage wou'd 
never ballance the Uneaſineſs of the Subject. 
The preſent Civil Lift is larger than that of any 
of his Majeſty's' Predeceſſors. At the fame 
time his Majeſty's good OEconomy is fo well 
Known, that the People of England in general, 
will think any Addition unneceſſary, and parti- 
cular Perſons, Enemies. to our preſent y 
Eſtabliſhment, will inſinuate, that it can only 

; Ss + 
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be defired to create a farther Dependance on the 
Crown. It muſt be allowed, that tho' we have 
nothing to apprehend from his 
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9k ln Family we are yet acquaint 
„I Tderioufly believe) yet a bad Prince may here- 


ſty, or any 
with (which 


After ariſe out of any Family; and in ſuch a 


eie, chis Influence would be our Ruin. The 
| Weight of ſuch an additional Sum, employ'd 
WS £217 Penſions, and ſecret Services of that Nature, 
would, very probably, corrupt any future Par- 


7 


trament : And this is certain, that what is 
granted to the Beſt of Prince's, muſt afterwards 
be granted to the Vorſt. When a new Prince 
aſcends the Throne, it is impoſſible to ſtrike - 
ſuch a Mark of Diffidence upon 
ever private Sentiments may be held of him) as 
to deny him the Revenues of his Predeceſſor; ſo 
that I believe you will think the Iucreaſé of the 
Civil Lift, a very ſtrong, and at the ſame time, 
à @ mogeſt Argument againſt the intended Scheme. 
Tre Civil Lift will increaſe nearly in the 
Proportion of one to ſix, and therefore accord- 
ing to the minifterial Calculations, it would rife 
near One hundred thouſand Pounds per Annum. 
Same of thoſe Gentlemen have a 


our Uneaſh 
to refuſe | 


him (what- 


zefs in this Particular; What, are you 
reat an Advantage as Four or 


Five hundred thouſand Pounds additional Re- 
venue to yourſelves, only becauſe the Crown is 
to receive a {ile Advan 
any Man refuſe Five Pounds, that another might 
be hindered from receiving Twenty Shillings ? + 
If I apprehend it right, this is not the Caſe, 
We axe not to receive Five hundred thouſand 
Pounds, but we are to pay Six, which makes a 
very wide Difference inthe 
Argument turns only upon the Point of Money 7 
4 T4 9 An 
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with you? Would 


ueſtion; beſides, this 
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and that I hope is not the 21 Conſideration in a 
free Conntry. Liberty ſhould have our irt Re- 
'gard, ants hope we are not yet come to thoſe 
Times, in which the /mprovement of the Reve- 
nue, is to be put in any Competition with it. 
To obviate this Objection, it is ſpread A- 
broad, that a Method will be found out to 
prevent the Increaſe of the Civil Liſt. A fare. 
Method to do this, would be to appropriate to 
the Sinking Fund, or to other Uſes, any Sur- 
plus that might ariſe from the Change: of the 
Manner of Collection. But we are told, that 
another Way will be taken, which is to leave 
fo much of the Duty as is now payable to the 
Civil Liſt, till to be collected by Cuſtom, as 
it is at preſent: The Conſequence of which 
will be, that the ſame Commodities will pay 
49% Taxes, and that the Merchants will be un- 
der double Difficulties, under the Trouble of 
attending the Cuſtom-Houſe, and the Exciſemen 
too, which will be an inſupportable Obſtruc- 
tion to their Buſigeſs : Beſides, that it will 
make the /ame Number of Cuſtom-Houſe Offi- 
cers neceſſary to be continued,. which, upon 
the Addition of Exciſemen, we ſhould have 
good Reaſon to hope would be diminiſhed. | 
Nog will the Objection yet be anſwer'd, be- 
cauſe let the Duty applicable ro the Civil Liſt 
be raifed in either Shape, as I have ſhewn. 
you already, that the Importation of Wine 
muſt neceſſarily be enlarged, it muſt neceſſarily 
follow that the Civil Liſt will be increaſed. 
As to the Clamours of the People, which 
are ſo much diſregarded. This is as ſtrong an 
Argument as any againſt it. It is abſurd to ſay, 
that the Spirit of Faction, and the Arts of deſigning 
Men, have drawn them in to create Jo great 
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an Oppoſition. A ſingle Fellow of nean Ex- 
traction, and meaner Education, may be ſeduced 


by a Management of this Kind; but it is an 


old and true Maxim; Puleus rettum videt; the 


collective Body of the People are the bet Judges 
in Matters relating to their general Intereſt; 
and whether the Apprehenſions, and Diſguſt of 
the Publick were ;y/tly founded or not, they 
are ſtill to be conſidered. The Miniſter who 
does not regard them, deſerves the Fate he ge- 
nerally meets with; and it is very happy for 
the Publick, when the Author of ſuch univerſal 
Diſcontent becomes the only Victim to it. 

In a Country like this, where the Legiſlature 
is principally lodged in the People; and every 
Member of Parliament is only a Commiſſioner 
delegated by them to avoid the Inconvenience of 
a tumultuous Aſſembly, a Diſregard of general 
Diſſatisfaction, and of particular Application from 
our Electors, can be ſtil'd nothing leſs than an 
Uſurpation upon the Privileges of the People; 
and therefore this Circumſtance will meet, no 


doubt, with due Conſideration in the Houſe. 


As to what has been ſaid with Relation to the 
Eaſe of the Subject; and the wiſe Diſtinction 
made between a new Burthen and a neut Tax; 
It is a Diſtinction without a Difference; for the 
People ſuffer equally, and it is not the Name, but 
the Thing, about which we quarrel. There is 
almoſt as much Senſe in endeavouring to convince 
us of this, as in ſtriving to perſuade us that they 
can levy more Money by this Exciſe, without lay- 
ing any new Incumberance upon the Nation. | 

As to their Triumph over thoſe who have 
written againſt a general Exciſe, they may appear 
to glory as much as they pleaſe, at Bottom their 


Satisfaction is very moderate; they know the 


Publick 
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is not a general Exciſe, but the 


* 


Publick is not to be impoſed 2 by Words; it 

onſequences of a ge- 
neral Exciſe, that have terrified the People; and 
the Conſequences of the particular one they in- 
tend, fall very little ſhort of it. I think it is 


plain, that from ſuch a one as this only, our 
Lberkte and our Trade muſt periſn; and what 


more have we to fear from any other © 

They have given up the Point, when they 
have acknowledged, that a general Exciſe would 
be our Deſtruction. A Thing fo fatal in its 


utmoſt Extent, muſt be dangerous, at laſt, in 


any Degree, If an Exciſe upon our neceſſary 


Conſumption, would have miſchievous Effects, 
which they readily confeſs, we ought to conſi- 
der, that Commodities not naturally neceſſary, 
may become ſo by Habit : And Luxury, tho? 
it ought to be prevented, and diſcouraged as 


much as poſſible, from making its Entrance in- 
to the Common-wealth ; yet, when once it has 


taken deep Root, in any Conſtitution, it muſt 
be but gradually diſcountenanced, and managed 
"a the greateſt Prudence and Circumſpection. 


upon tus Subject, and more particularly ſhew 
ou the Inconvenience of an Exciſe upon To- 
acco; but no fonger Argument can poſſibly 
be uſed againſt it, than this, That it has already 
been once exciſed ; and the Method of Collection 
was attended with ſuch Diſadvantages in this 


Inſtance, that it was put again under the ancient 


Regulation. I have already troubled you longer 
than I at firſt intended to have done, - though, 
both for my own ſake, and yours, I have 
avoided, as much as poſſible, any Repe- 
tition of thoſe Arguments which have been al- 


ht take up much more of your Time 


ready treated by much more maſterly Hands. 
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